'VALMY'

are concerned, I have already given. They could be
obtained only at an exorbitant price. During the flight
from Paris the Germans seized all machines left in aban-
doned vehicles which had been bombed or machine-
gunned on French roads by the Italian1 air force. These
machines should have been replaced, but France could
no longer import them.

On the one hand there was the shortage of machines,
and on the other the fact that it was dangerous to use the
same machine constantly. Every machine has its own
peculiarities and these provide the police with clues.

There remained the Roneo. The possessor of a Roneo
or other duplicator had to declare the fact to the police.
Furthermore, it was not only necessary to obtain a permit
from the Commissaire de Police before one could be
bought, but the need for its use had to be proved. I
could not see myself importuning the Commissaire de
Police for authorisation to publish an underground paper.
Neither could there be any question of using a Roneo
belonging to a business house. It would, of necessity, have
been registered at the police station, there would have
been the chance of some informer finding out, and in any
case its transport would have attracted the attention
of police or neighbours. The noiseless duplicator which
we were using had been brought to my flat in separate
pieces.

One isn't born a conspirator. Some will say: ''That's
why we were unable to offer opposition to the German
occupation." A poor excuse. No matter what one can or
cannot do, where there's a will there's a way. The will is
enough. Let it be remembered that the first two numbers
of Valmy were produced with a child's printing set. No
excuse is needed for resistance. The "wait and see"
attitude is shameful.

The numbers for July and August caused us less bother.

[ These were printed and 3,000 copies were produced, the

last number even appearing as a four-page edition.   A

1 This is not an error; the Italians were employed by the Germans
for such despicable work.
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